THE PUBLICATION OF TOM JONES

may be fonnd in the first chapter of the thirteenth book.
When Fielding there had a vision of his fnture fame, of
the time when "I shall be read, with honour, by those who
never knew nor saw me, and whom I shall neither know
nor see/7 he was writing in a "little parlour" as meanly
furnished as the narrow box that would soon contain him.
About the room were "his prattling babes," whose inno-
cent play and laughter had been often hushed that he
might be quiet in Ms labours. It was Harriot playing with
William. In that parlour, wherever it may have been, were
written long stretches of "Tom Jones.7' It was not in the
house at Bast Stour, for the Fielding farm had long been
in possession of another. There is an old story that Field-
ing composed parts of the novel on the tennis court at
Sharpham during the intervals of the game. Just as the
younger Pliny found hunting and Addison found wine
conducive to composition, so Fielding, it used to be said,-
received the greatest assistance from tennis.* The tale
is too absurd, for comment. Nor is it probable that Field-
ing was then spending Ms summers in the house at the
foot of Milford Hill near Salisbury, now that his wife
Charlotte had long since been dead. Nor had he yet taken
Fordhook House at Baling on the "Oxbridge Eoad beyond
Hammersmith, nor the house at Barnes across the Thames
in Surrey, where it is said he dwelt later. All these places
must be eliminated from serious consideration; for during
more than half the time Fielding was at work on "Tom
Jones,77 parochial taxes were assessed against him as tenant
of a house in Old Boswoll Court, covering the entire year
1746 and three quarters of the year 1747. t In November,
1747, he gave up the house in Old Boswell Court and took
one, as I have already related, for Mrs. Fielding out at
Twickenham* In. the face of these records, the old romantic
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